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Myself & Others Unit Design - Grade K 

 

Myself & Others focuses children's attention on their physical characteristics. They look at themselves and their classmates; they 
gather information about characteristics such as height, eye color, and hand size; they explore similarities, differences, and 
variations. Thus, children will become aware that although each of them is unique, they all share many similar characteristics. 

RI Statements of Enduring Knowledge - (Established Goals):   

 LS1 - All living organisms have identifiable structures and characteristics that allow for survival (organisms, populations, & 
species). 

LS 4- Humans are similar to other species in many ways, and yet are unique among Earth’s life forms. 

Related Rhode Island GSE’s  
(Understandings) 

RI Assessment Targets  
Assessment Evidence 

***High Emphasis Targets 
LS4 (LS1 (K-2) –1 
Students demonstrate an understanding of classification of organisms by … 
1b identifying and sorting based on a similar or different external features. 
K-2) –8 
LS4 (K-2)-8 
Students demonstrate an understanding of human body systems by … 
8a identifying the five senses and using senses to identify objects in the environment,  
LS4 (K-2) –9 
Students demonstrate an understanding of human heredity by … 
9a observing and comparing their physical features with those of parents, classmates and 
other organisms.  
PS1 (K-2)–1 
Students demonstrate an understanding of 
characteristic properties of matter by … 
1a identifying, comparing, and sorting objects by similar 
or different physical properties (e.g., size, shape, color, 
texture, smell, weight). 
 
 

***LS1 (K-4) - INQ+POC –1 
Sort/classify different living things using similar and different 
characteristics. Describe why organisms belong to each group or 
cite evidence about how they are alike or not alike. 
 
PS1 (K-4) INQ –1 
Collect and organize data about physical properties in 
order to classify objects or draw conclusions about 
objects and their characteristic properties (e.g., 
temperature, color, size, shape, weight, texture, 
flexibility). 
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Words in bold are important for science vocabulary development, and should be used for word walls. 

Investigation- 
Time (45 min. 

periods) 

Investigation Focus Questions 
(Essential Questions) 

Big Ideas 
(Understandings) 

1--(1) Introduction to 
Myself & Others 

 What characteristics can be used 
to describe people? 

 Using language to describe characteristics of oneself and others 

2-(1) Alike & Different 

  What are shared physical 
characteristics? 

 What characteristics are unique to 
the individual? 

 Introduction to classifying. 
Sorting and categorize 
Introduction to graphs -charts 

3-(1) Body Outlines   What parts make up all people’s 
bodies? (Legs, arms, torso) 

 Explore and observe 
Identifying from an outline the person represented 

4-(1) Measuring Height 
  How are the heights of 

classmates different? 
 How do we measure height? 

 Measure heights using paper strips 
Organizing information 

5-(1)  Our hands 
  How do hands vary among 

individual people? 
 What uses do we have for hands? 

Form and function of hands 

 
6-(1) Handfuls  How can we measure hand 

capacity? 

Form and function 
Classifying hands 
Graphing handfuls 

 
7-(1) Our Eyes  Are all eyes of people the same? 

Careful observation 
Classifying 
Starting to construct conclusions based on relationships 

 
8-(1) Our Hair  Are there variations in people’s 

hair? 

Careful observation 
Classifying 
Starting to construct conclusions based on relationships 

 
9-(1) Our Skin 

 Is there a variation in the texture of 
different people’s skin? 

 Are all fingerprints alike? 

Careful observation 
Classifying 
Starting to construct conclusions based on relationships 

10-(1) 
 
The color of our 
skin? 

 Is there variation in people’s skin 
color? 

Compare and describe skin color 
Attempting to represent skin colors 

11-(1) 
 
Time 
 

 Assessment activity  

12-(1) Past, present & 
future 

 How does a person’s growth 
change the way they look? Predicting 

 


